
MESSAGE 
Dear Forgiven Children of God and especially our Youth Confirmands: 
 
One thing I love about the first wave of the early Christian church is the passion.  They 
were so excited about their faith that they couldn’t wait to go to church.  Nobody needed to 
argue them into it.  The pastor and elders didn’t have to beg or pressure them.  Parents 
didn’t have to bribe, “All right, if you go to church, we’ll all go to McMoses afterward.”  
Nobody had to threaten the teenagers, “You better go to church or you’re not getting the 
car for two weeks!” 
 
Instead, “all the believers were together and had everything in common.  Every day 
they continued to meet together in the temple courts” (Acts 2:44,46). 
 
Every day!  They just did it.  They loved hearing the truth, loved being with other people, 
loved sharing their faith, loved getting encouragement from others.  They had everything in 
common.  And because they couldn’t wait for Sunday to roll around, they met together—
every day. 
 
So, on Sunday mornings when the snooze button is calling your name, rejoice with those 
who say to you, “Let us go to the house of the LORD” (Psalm 122:1). 
 
HYMN VERSE  CWS 752:1  In Christ Alone 
 
Self-help books always sell well, and there will always be vendors willing to sell you foreign 
language tapes and CDs.  But education generally works best in a group setting, so 
schools—like Trinity’s Lutheran elementary school—will never outlive their usefulness. 
 
In a happy, healthy church, people prize God’s Word as their dearest earthly treasure.  It is 
the Word that creates faith, sustains faith, grows faith, and shows how to put that faith to 
work.  In the first Christian assemblies that arose after the Pentecost miracle, “they 
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship…” (Acts 2:42). 
 
Solo learning is good, but group learning is even better.  Students of God’s Word can learn 
as much from their peers as from a teacher.  The questions, examples, illustrations, and 
ongoing discussions are a big part of what make group Bible study so fulfilling.  That is why 
we provide many wonderful opportunities for you to study God’s Word here at Trinity—at 
church and in home-based small groups. 
 
Yet I wonder, would a visitor from out of town describe our congregation as a place that is 
devoted to the apostles’ teaching?  Only you can make that happen and be evident. 
 
HYMN VERSE  CWS 752:2  In Christ Alone 
 
The apostle Peter was once sprung out of prison by an angel who infiltrated the perimeter 
security, cut the chains right off Peter’s wrists, and led him out.  Did Peter go home after 
that?  No.  Where did he go?  He immediately went to find his Christian friends.  They had 
been so worried about Peter that they were gathered together praying.  Seeing him come 
through the door was a stunning and direct answer to their group intercessions and 
prayers. 



God loves when you pray not only for other people but with other people, because it helps 
you pay attention to other people’s needs.  He says, “If two of you on earth agree about 
anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.  For where two 
or three come together in my name, there am I with them” (Matthew 18:19-20). 
 
God loves to hear your solo prayers, but he promises even greater things when you bind 
your individual heart with other believers’ hearts.  When you pray together, your burdens 
become only half as heavy.  When you pray together, your joys are doubled.  It is even 
physically good for you.  Nurses will tell you that patients who feel loved and connected to 
other people get better faster. 
 
HYMN VERSE  CWS 752:3  In Christ Alone 
 
People in this world are absolutely starved for love.  All they know is the dog-eat-dog 
competition to survive.  They do a frantic dance to try to get it all before they die—and they 
hope nobody steals their stuff while they are here.  A happy, healthy church can provide a 
culture and environment where people can be inspired to live a better way. 
 
One of the best aspects of our Christian faith is that we know we’re immortal.  Since we are 
going to live forever, we don’t have to cheat and steal to get it all now.  Instead, we can live 
out the words of Galatians 5:13:  “You, my brothers, were called to be free.  But do not 
use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love.”  
When you know you are a royal and immortal priest of God, destined for eternity in heaven, 
you can freely serve and give yourself away right now.  In fact, selfless service is an 
unmistakable sign of authentic faith.  It is an unmistakable sign of the power of Christ living 
in you. 
 
HYMN VERSE  CWS 752:4 In Christ Alone 
 
Golfing by yourself is not a lot of fun. It’s okay for practicing, but it pales next to playing in a 
foursome.  What’s the fun of making a hole in one—or even just hitting a good shot—when 
you’re golfing by yourself?  First of all, nobody will be believe you and second, you want to 
be with people to celebrate the PGA-level shots and to groan and laugh together about the 
lame ones. 
 
Expressing and sharing your faith isn’t for loners either.  One of the best parts of a Christian 
family is that you get to be with people.  People who love Jesus.  People who are motivated 
by Jesus’ love for them and as a result find it possible to love you.  People who help carry 
your burdens when you’re sad and celebrate the very best times in your life when you’re 
happy.  The Bible says, “As we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, 
especially those who belong to the family of believers” (Galatians 6:10).  Take a look 
at the believers around you.  These are special people—people who believe what you 
believe—people who believe in Jesus as their one and only Savior from sin—people who 
believe that Jesus lived a perfect life in their place—people who believe Jesus suffered and 
died to pay for all their sins—people who believe Jesus rose from the dead to assure them 
of eternal life in heaven—people who believe what you believe.  God sent them to make 
your life better.  Or perhaps he sent you to them to make their lives better.  Or both.  But 
you have to be here—Sunday after Sunday, week after week—for that to happen.  Amen. 


